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Americans at a Tipping Point? 3 in 4 People Tip in Other Countries 
More than 7 in 10 travelers research tipping customs abroad 

2 in 3 Americans don’t feel pressured to tip 
Foreign banks are the most popular place to exchange currency 

  
ROCHELLE PARK, NJ (September 13, 2018) –According to ​TopCashback.com​, the 
USA’s most generous cashback rebates and coupon site, tipping overseas is a puzzling 
experience for Americans. The survey also revealed how people plan for their trips and 
where they exchange money. 
  
The results are based on a survey answered by a cross-section of 2,345 US adults, 
aged 18 and over, conducted in August 2018. 
  
To Tip or Not To Tip? That is the Question 
Americans are notorious for over tipping in foreign countries. Should you leave your 
spare Euros on the table? Tack on 10-20 percent? The cashback company found 75% 
of Americans tip in other countries, yet 2 in 3 (66%) Americans don’t feel pressured to 
tip abroad. Of those who don’t give a gratuity, 43% believe tipping should be included, 
36% want to avoid the risk of insulting foreigners, 14% don’t tip while traveling and 7% 
skip tipping entirely. 
  

Services Where Americans Tip, According to 
TopCashback.com: 

Restaurant service / sit-down meals (73%) 

Taxi drivers / rides (58%) 

Hotel staff (56%) 
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Tours / Tour guides (44%) 

  
To combat overspending, travelers across the US are embracing smart tipping customs 
with 71% of participants admitting they research tipping etiquette prior to traveling and 
29% tip whatever is customary in the U.S. 
  
“Tipping extra is a surefire way to bust your travel budget,” says Chelsea Hudson, 
Personal Finance, and Travel Expert at ​TopCashack.com​. “A few dollars here and there 
can add up quickly and take away from other expenditures. While traveling outside of 
the U.S., pay close attention to your check as some places of service will automatically 
include a service charge to your bill. By researching gratuity customs and practicing 
smart tipping, you’ll see your money go further.” 
  
Avoiding Crazy Currency Exchange Fees 
Prepping for international vacations begins weeks before takeoff. TopCashback found 
64% of Americans need to exchange currency to travel abroad. The most popular 
places to exchange money are at foreign banks or ATMs (34%) or banks in the U.S. 
(27%). Americans are aware that airport kiosks have the most expensive exchange 
rates with only 23% of participants choosing to exchange currency there. A small 
number of participants (12%) only use credit cards overseas. 
  
A fear of being overcharged for cash, TopCashback also found 54% of participants 
monitor fluctuating exchange rates and purchase currency when they can get the best 
value for their money. However, the most preferred payment method is a combination of 
cash and credit (43%). 
  
“Paying more money just to have cash on hand is foolish and an easy way to put a 
damper on your budget,” says Hudson. “To ensure you don’t overspend on your next 
trip, here are some tips to stay financially disciplined while booking a vacation, from 
start to finish:” 

● Choose the right time and season to travel. ​Don’t fall victim to the ‘travel is 
cheapest on Tuesday’ fable. With computer algorithms and dynamic pricing, it 
is difficult to establish a rule of thumb for best travel deals. Often, you will find 
special deals and steals on travel for off-season trips. The travel industry has 
jargon regarding times to travel - peak season, shoulder season and 
off-season. Peak seasons are usually during holiday breaks, which makes it 
difficult to find affordable flight and rooms. Plan your trip during the low season 
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to give yourself cheaper options. You can also consider traveling during 
less-popular times such as midweek, early mornings or later in the evening to 
score a better deal. 

● Research sales and deals. ​Avoid paying full price for anything while booking 
a vacation by utilizing sales, coupons, deals, and booking via a cashback site. 
The good news is, there are plenty of last-minute deals you can take 
advantage of that won't bust your budget. Once you're set on a trip, visit 
TopCashback.com​ to receive cashback on your travel purchases, including 
hotels, flights, car rentals, airport parking and more! You can receive $16 
cashback for international flight tickets purchased with ​JustFly​ or you can get 
$15 on flights bought at ​FlightHub​. ​Hotels.com​ offers up to 9 percent cashback 
for completed stays and ​Expedia​ gives up to 8 percent on hotel bookings! 

● Pick a hotel off the beaten path.​ Like real estate, location greatly impacts hotel 
prices. A room in the heart of a city will cost far more than a hotel a few minutes 
away in a less popular area. You can score an even better deal if you stay 15-20 
minutes outside of the city. 

●  ​Plan your travel Itinerary.​ Book reservation, tours, and transportation at least a 
month in advance. “In advance” could be months prior or simply an hour ahead. 
Consider searching the ‘things to do’ tab on Expedia for fun activities near your 
vacation destination or the ‘local tab’ on Groupon for discounted events. Not only 
will you have a better idea of how much to budget for, but you won’t overspend 
on last-minute decisions! You can also book tours and excursions via ​Expedia 
and receive 5% cashback. 

● Learn to negotiate.​ Whether you’re buying souvenirs or looking for a taxi ride, it 
is in your best interest to negotiate the price. In many parts of the world, 
bargaining is an essential part of everyday life. Put your haggling skills to the test 
at a local market or bazaar where there is room for negotiation. 

- ENDS - 
About​ ​TopCashback.com 
  
TopCashback.com​ ​is the USA’s most generous cashback shopping site. It offers 
Americans savings and money back on everything they buy when clicking through the 
site to the 4,000 retailers available. TopCashback lists well-known brick and mortar 
stores, such as Walmart, Best Buy, GNC, Neiman Marcus, Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s, 
in addition to popular online businesses, including eBay, Amazon, Overstock, GiftCards, 
Hotels, Expedia, Groupon and so many more. TopCashback also provides a big 
selection of coupons, supplying extra instant money-off discounts and free shipping, to 
use in conjunction with earning cashback. 
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It passes all the commission – the entire amount – that retailers pay it, to advertise their 
products and services, back to its members. It’s completely free to join and use, with no 
catch. 
  
The site has more than two million members and will celebrate its seventh birthday this 
year. Members can have their cashback earnings deposited straight into their checking 
account or withdraw it in the form of PayPal credits, Amazon vouchers, American 
Express® gift cards or selected merchant partners’ gift cards, the latter three of which 
are topped up with a bonus. Cashback is paid out as soon as funds are requested and 
there is no minimum amount necessary to withdraw. 
 


